[Requirements regarding health records: transfer or copy].
Dutch law requires every healthcare provider, which obviously includes dentists, to maintain health records. Most of the rules governing the health record requirement are in the Law of Agreement to Medical Treatment (WGBO). And, as is often the case with the law, interpretation is left to the (disciplinary)judge. There is, in fact, a considerable amount of legal precedent concerning what information belongs in the health record. It is not uncommon for a dentist to be on the losing side in a legal proceeding because his defence is not supported by the health record. And if it becomes clear that (a portion of) the health record has been destroyed, despite the legal requirement to maintain records, in this too the dentist can count on little sympathy from the judge. In a recent judgment, the Central Disciplinary Committee was more severe than ever- with far-reaching consequences for the relevant dentist.